U S S

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

* Wedresday, 7 anuary 29, 2003 n thc eaﬂy aftemoon Mr. Mlchael Card, NASA
. Headquarters Safety and Mission Assurance visited me in my office. Mr. Card. and an
~ individual from another agency had been dlscussmg the: external tank (ET) debns 1ssue
during STS-107 ascent. He wanted to discuss an ‘offer of support’ from the other aoency -
.Wlth respect to observing the Space Shuttle Columbla on orbit. He: explamed that NASA S

- would have to Tequest that support on an emergency or h1gh pnonty ba51s o

1 explamed that the ET debns and poss1b1e 1mphcat10ns to the left ng thermal
: ‘protection s system had been analyzed and reported to the Mission Management Tcam o
(MMT) and documented. in MER Daily Report FD12 dated 1/28/03 1245 GMT. My -
; .understandmg was that the Space Shuttle Program was well aware of those capabﬂmes o

that could be prov1ded by the other agency and it had concluded that the offer wouldnot .
contribute to the: analysis. Irelated that to Mr. Card as well as the conclusmn reached by R

- the MMT that there was no: “safety of flight” issue, and for those 1 reasons there Wwas 1o
‘rationale for requestmo emergency or high pnonty support ' e

He re1terated that the other agency desued to support ona not to- mterfere basis. I -
acknowledged this mformatlon told th again that this was not wewed as a safety of
ﬂlght” issue but told him to accept the offer of support ona not to mterfcre baSIS
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